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217 square miles (562 km2) of wetland to water conversion 
$1.1 billion acute loss to commercial fisheries 
$150 million near-term loss to oyster harvests 



A Tulane Community Workshop Held in New Orleans, 
November 2005	


What residents care about:	

1.  Natural Systems	

2.  Buildings &Infrastructure	

3.  Public Health	

4.  Social & Political	


For report and other info:	

dmeffert@tulane.edu	




Cross-Section of Urban, Rural, and Natural Land Forms	




Holy Cross/Lower 9th ���
Sustainable Restoration Planning	


 

Community Planning Workshops:	


•  February 20-21, 2006	

•  April 28-29, 2006	

•  June - August, 2006 	

•  October 2006- January 2007 	




Sustainable Built and Natural Systems 
Models for Efficient/Renewable Energy	






Proposed Morganza to Gulf Regional Levee 









LONDON AVENUE CANAL 



GENTILLY CANAL SYSTEM 





From Campanella, R. Geographies of New Orleans: Urban Fabrics Before the Storm. Center for Louisiana Studies, 
University of Louisiana at Lafayette, August 2006. 



From Campanella, R. Geographies of New Orleans: Urban Fabrics Before the Storm. Center for Louisiana Studies, 
University of Louisiana at Lafayette, August 2006. 
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United Houma Nation, Louisiana 
Living With Water 

Source: United Houma Nation 



United Houma Nation Service Area boundary 



United Houma Nation, Louisiana 
Relief Supplies following Hurricane Katrina 

Source: United Houma Nation 



United Houma Nation, Louisiana 
Dulac Community Center following Hurricane Gustav 

Source: Douglas Meffert 



1.  Evacuation:  How do you implement frequent 
evacuations in an economically-sustainable and 
psychologically-sound method? 

2.  Hazard Mitigation:  What are structural standards for 
residential and other use now and in the future? 

3.  Stabilization:  How and where can the UHN adapt 
and relocate in the future to sustain their culture? 
(e.g. public or community land trusts?) 

United Houma Nation, Louisiana 
Three-part Plan for Climate Change Adaptation 

Contact dmeffert@tulane.edu for report. 



Concluding Remarks 
•  Delta systems have high dependency of urban 

inhabitants on ecosystems within and outside the urban 
region 

•  Delta systems depend on both natural systems and hard 
structures for adaptation and mitigation 

•  Adaptation/Mitigation priorities focus primarily on low-
probability/high-impact and high-probability/moderate-
impact 



Image Source: Douglas Meffert 

- Mark Twain 

“Action speaks louder than words but not nearly as often.” 
“Apparently there is nothing that cannot happen today.” 


