STUDENT HANDOUT - Diary of a Not-So-Wimpy Hurricane
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Introduction:  For this activity, you will be assigned a memorable hurricane in history.  You will track and then “become” that hurricane.  First, you will research your storm’s coordinates and detail them on a hurricane tracking chart. You will then create a “diary” of the hurricane from its birth, though its life cycle, to its decline.   Your diary can be in the form of a PowerPoint presentation or a written report.   The story should be told in the first-person; you will write as if you are the storm talking.

Procedure:
1) First, plot your storm on the tracking chart.  Create at least 10 plot points over a period of 5-10 days in the life cycle of the storm.  We will review this process in class. Use the chart provided: http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/AT_Track_chart.pdf.

(Note:  Each student will track a different storm)

2)  Next, create a PowerPoint presentation or written journal – 12-15 slides – or 4-6 page journal.

3) Slides must include:

· Position of Hurricane (latitude and longitude) at a specific time/date.  This information must be based on data from the NOAA website: http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/index.shtml
· Maximum wind speed at the specific point (time/date)

· Location of landfall, land damage caused, specific geographic references (places)

· Total of at least five images of storm, storm damage  at particular point

· Each slide must include hurricane related vocabulary from HSS website glossary : http://hurricanescience.org/glossary/ . Use at least 10 terms from the glossary in the presentation.

· Each slide should have a short paragraph (2-4 sentences).  A sample diary “entry” will be discussed.  You should include at least five images in your presentation.

· Use your tracking chart to list points and wind speed– already created

Materials/Resources:

Your Tracking chart with data – download here:  http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/AT_Track_chart.pdf
The Hurricanes: Science and Society website:  http://hurricanescience.org/
The NOAA website – to research data on your storm - http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/index.shtml
Evaluation:

A  rubric will be used to grade this assignment. The completed tracking chart and PowerPoint/Journal will be submitted. 
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